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Mercury's MC2
concept car reveals
Ford's “new edge” future.
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ot i hy of the MICY's interior styling,
Fovaever, shisald be expacied b reach pra-
disction. The clever swiveling sound
syl Thas can be easily comtmolied bry iy o]
driver or the fronl paasenger lioks serrihly
complecsied. And the melsl-cdped dach
pane] on the passenger side fan’t likely w
paEs any ornch b,

Stilll, sommse of the accenls sach gs ihe
mickel-plated pedaly and shift lever could
be mnss-proslecsd and would contines te
Jewilry ihense chai is w0 well exscubed on
the sutsade. And the cloth spholstery on
the doars and daghboard, alang with the
stz wltra-susde—uaphalaery, would
ferve 10 make the otherwise almost stark
inlérinr seem wonm and inviting.

If the MC2s advanced nderior and
exiemor styfing 15 wnhke anything else cur-
remly m Ford showrooms, s omderpin-
nangs are sctually thonoughly familisr, In
keeping with the plarform.skaring phi-
losaphy, underseath the sleek lines lie
Ford"s Contoan™ yehqueMondso sedan
mechamicaly with wnchanged wheelbase
nnil wrack diasensbons, And with a [ive-
diid Mondeo already on the markes in
Europe, no major structural reinforce-
mems should be needed 10 necommeodase
the MC2"s hatchhsck

Such an BIC2-based Cougar would be
i lexthook example of how o use 8
coensmod platfonm o produce & vaniety of

The Fiesta spawns a
sporty performer.

Onl:'ul:lh.: poads of the so-called Ford
2000 ghobal reorganization plan is
1o halve the nember of car plafanns bl
prosduce 50 percent more derivatives ol
those that remain. As the Contoor will sire
the Cougar, so the Fiesia begot the Puma
|.'l|.l|.||_'t_

The: Figsta platform, Fond's European
mink, bus already spawmed the webrd aid
wonderfud Ka (OO0, lune 1997), sl the
| 26-mph Puma compact coupe is the next
clesign ferntion. Both of these hagely dif-
fevent models are sappoicd 1o gel us used
to the: wea of new-edpe deikgn in advance
ol the “glabal™ Ford Escon that will appenr
i Faopn e il

The Pama i the Eurcpenn counbemsrn
of the Escorl ZX2, The ZX2 rides on the
ol Escon platfoaan snd repecsents the out-
goung design philosophy, while the Puma
illustraies Fard's new way of working.
Claudle Lodw s acbnowdadged 2= the (ather
of “new edge,” which began while be was
thi bl ol advanced design in Dearbom,
Mow be iy the deusn director of the
SmallMedium Vehicle Cenire in Burope,
Hi says the Panan ks a mmilesione: i is
the Firsd Canr that Foed bus sty bod completely

B}

distingd wehicles. The Contoinr underpin-
aings ane particularly well seited for this
rofe, because they offer cacellent roawd
moneny o well 25 & e mnge of foir-
amd sex-cylinder engines, along with
marmiil pnd outomstie imasmissions,

Furihemmmsore, will the areival of ihe
Contogr 3V, all of the makings for 3
high-performunce versdion are n place.
Incgques Musser, the precident of Fond's
worldwide sulomotive opefations. has
confimmed as much, suggesting that n ver-
chon of the M2 might have a chassis quie
srenilar o the SVT s

Such a car woukld olso serve the enils of
brund management by focusing anention
oft Mercury, thereby helping Lincoln-
Mervury gencral monager Jin 07 Connor
achueve his objective of building an lden

o compater, We have peoved shas we can
enake excelbent time savings and therclors
react mone quickly b i.'|LI.IIFI||E ket
demands ™

The design process for the Puma ook
past 145 days. I started wath soame 30 Mee-
hesingd shietchies, sin of which wese woiked
up imto foll-ee computer llusrations.
Fram these, oo were developed funler—
dill on-screen—and the final design was
chosen ina COMPUIET presentyibon. {h-||_|,
then wis o full-size model male in ¢lay,
From ey L] ICANA PR .a-ﬁl{lu;_"_
il jody ook o thisrd of the raditional Hme

The Puma is gquite o comples shape,
retstively high fior 3 coupe and with sbhom
ovgrhangs digtated by the unchanged
Faestn wheelbase., Coke-baltle corvalures
of the flanks disguise the Puma’s Flesta
sills, Inside, the Fiesta instrument paned is
carried over but given o different loak by
weang alisminired plastic (inucsd of the

tity for Mescuary that stands for “lan, flair,
andd ﬁ'ﬂ\l?\:lir_'.. noOl JUSE & - Do Foaed
brmad.”

He expects that an MO2-based coupe
wonld attract greaer nemsbers of younget
anil female Bruyers mto the division, Mer
cury’s sole, curnett uniguee-Tnodm - Forsd
vehecle. the Yillager. has defeniiely
aftracted female buyvers, ns well ps cus-
Eoteers siime 13 vears younger than the
average Metcury buver,

Althaugh previcos Cougar ¢usbomerns
harve boen very boval, O°'Conpar dies nid
nevesandy sef i a8 the 2reet boyvers
for gl new wersion, The smalber dee. the
fromi-drive, and the hachback Loyout all
drveree sharply from :I'u-enms:. et
alat-sided] Cougar, Bul that™s nid peces-
sarily 2 had thing if the new coupe will, as

usiaal fake wood) and 66 ala
e geacshifl knob, Surpris
imghy, ¥ looks good.

Lisls] the whilesale chaspes
made i 15994, the Fiesta woold
et have been U g SAart-
g ot for 2 spony model. Bal
now 1 i recogmied = one of the
besss-hamidling small European
cars, and there s boen undversal
prazie for the Pama’™s 1.7-fiter
IG-valve feiec SE motar, With
variahle valve tuming, this Yamsha-sup
plicd sngine makes 123 horsepower

Fored will budle] up s 25000 Pumis o
year ill--np'udr Fieddss in its plast in
Cologee, Germany. In Europe, the Puma
cormpetes primanly with Cipel’s baby car,
the Tigra. Theie are mo plans 1o scll the
Pumz m the 1.5, — Ry Flardon
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' Comnor hopes, “bring in cus-
wmers Lthalr wouold psl have
shoppeil @ Mercury before.”

fiod 8 Telnack concermed
Aol Jn:p-m'hng frowm the previous
Cougar, “Wie wanl people 10 be a
Ticdke anconmifertable witk ihe designi
whem it 15 mew, I they'ne nol, then
ey v s b before,” he says,

We wounldn'i anticipate any
prablems with the peblic accep-
aanece Of alee MICD s stylimg, but tmeslaging
its Clever details inbo production wall pose
some engimecring challenges, The cu-
lines -:Ii:ﬁ:n.ing the sigbes of the Tront
hngper, o exarmple, et e o fenders
extend Far forenrd—poo fur ferwarnd fo
resisl the carner blows from the DOT
bt hasher,

The siume goos for the fnont of 1he
chomors, which are 50 long 1l ety roguize
an expensive foor-bar-dink hings o func.
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